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Le Corbusier’s manifesto Vers une architecture is usually read, in line with the opening Arguments, as a text advocating an engineering-based view of architecture, intended to remain a “limpid and impressive plastic fact”. However, the complex nature of this key manifesto of modern architecture offers many other …….  (In the body of the text, italics are used to indicate the titles of publications or works; citations are not in italics and are enclosed in double quotation marks at the beginning and end of the citation. Arial, 11 pt)

The Manifesto and Its Versions (subheadings are not numbered, Arial, bold, 11 p)

Corbusier’s manifesto Vers une architecture, first published in 1923, comprises a collection of texts written between 1920 and 1923 and published (except for the last chapter, “Architecture and Revolution”) in the magazine L’Esprit Nouveau. Attracting unprecedented attention from architects and the public, it sold out less than a year after its launch, and a second edition, revised and expanded, appeared before the end of 1924.
The revised edition (thirteenth printing) became the basis for Frederick Etchells’ first English translation of 1927, titled Towards a New Architecture and subsequently published in numerous re-editions, most recently in 2014 as a reprint of the original edition.1 (Endnotes are marked in the text with superscript Arabic numerals; the notes in the manuscript are not linked, but are included at the end as plain text.)
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Fig. 1 
Tower-Cities; land subdivision proposal
Source: LE CORBUSIER. 2007. Toward an Architecture. Los Angeles: Getty Research Institute, p. 124

Fig. 2
Tower-Cities; view of giant towers in the midst of greenery and sports grounds, organized along a highway
Photo: Jana Tichá, 2024
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Graph of greenery in the roof gardens 
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